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"The agitation is an agitation resulting from a fundamental differ-
ence between the sections on questions of active and living interest.
This is the irrepressible conflict against which laws are powerless unless
supported by an inquisition or an army.
"By the Nebraska and Kansas Act and the Dred Scott decision, every
act of Congress that places any prohibition upon slavery was removed
from the legislation and jurisprudence of the United States. It was
determined that Congress could not prohibit the introduction of slaves
into the territories and that they were protected in the territories by the
Constitution, as property. . . . The bill of rights, as the amendments to
the Constitution are called, protects the rights of a master to his slaves.
Now that bill of rights embodies the clauses of the Magna Charta of
England under which the rights to private property in England have
been reposing for eight hundred years.
"But this does not satisfy politicians or even senators and representa-
tives. They want the endorsement of a party convention such as that
of Charleston and they are brought to insurrection and disunion be-
cause a President-elect holds contrary political or social opinions. There
is no respect for written law or for judicial decision nor confidence that
they afford protection. What has excited and alarmed them is the agita-
tion of tumultuous political assemblies, and this is not within the reach
of law or decision.
"I do not know of a single statute in the statute book that a Southern
man can complain of. ... New Mexico and Utah are slave-holding
communities. The status of the territories is all and more than all that
any Southern statesman has attempted to secure, for the Dred Scott
decision is something they could not agitate for.
"Then again the fugitive slave act is of comparatively small conse-
quence to the cotton States and in the nature of the subject is almost
useless. The slave has resources that are adequate to his successful flight
from the border States. The facilities to reach Canada are so many and
efficient that he can attain his asylum before he is missed from the plan-
tation.
"There can be a provision for an indemnity, but that goes to the
master, and not one in ten thousand of those who agitate this subject
have ever lost or have ever known of a person who has lost a slave. It